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Pictures at an Exhibition
based on the music of Mussorgsky

Pictures at an Exhibition, the narrative composition by Mussorgsky, was inspired
by the musician's visit to an exhibition of Victor Hartmann's drawings and
watercolours. The exhibition had been mounted following the death of Victor
Hartmann, an architect, and friend of Mussorgsky.

Mussorgsky's composition consists of ten movements, each based on a painting
at the exhibition, with a recurring tune throughout the piece that represents
the visitor to the exhibition.

Cristina Rodriguez, who knew Mussorgsky's composition well, decided to
research the original inspiration of the piece, the pictures of Victor Hartmann.
She was surprised to find that the richness and depth of Mussorgsky's music
was not matched in the works of Victor Hartmann. Perhaps Mussorgsky's music
was enriched as much by his affection for, and memories of, his good friend, as
by the quality of the works.

Cristina Rodriguez decided in a sense to reverse the story; to start with
Mussorgsky's music, and produce ten paintings from the ten movements.

The ten paintings became Cristina Rodriguez's degree show in 1987, and set
her on her career as a narrative painter. It was formative also in that Cristina
Rodriguez worked closely with the space for her exhibition, producing works
that related to it; a video about the story; the design of the invitation. For
Rodriguez, the exhibition itself has always to be a memorable experience.

For further information, or details of other work, please contact Cristina Rodriguez:

e. cristina.rodriguezebtinternet.com | www.cristina-rodriguez.com

Cover image: Gnomus
All images 1987, oil on linen, 152 x 152 cm.



Il Veccio Castello Tuileries

Bydlo

Two Polish Jews. One Rich. One Poor Limoges. The Market



Catacombs The Hut of the Baba Yaga

The Great Gate of Kiev



